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REASONS FOR PRE-APPEAI. REVIEW REQUEST 



ocra 0 2006 



The present request is filed because the Applicant believes that the Examiner, 
who has been diligent and accessible in the prosecution of the present application, has a 
fundamental misunderstanding of one of the structural elements of the present claims. It 
is the Applicant's sincere hope that a lengthy appeal can be avoided by the clarification 
of this one factual issue. 

In addition to other limitations, each of the presently pending independent claims 
is directed to an oriented thenmoplastic composite for use as a register or receipt tape 
which is based on an essentially non-heat shrinkable film having a heat sensitive, thermal 
image coating, on one of the film's surfaces. From a reading of the Final Action of June . 
28, 2006 and the Advisory Action of October 12, 2006, it is clear that the Examiner is 
confusing the "heat sensitive, thermal image coating'* with conventional surface 
treatment to improve printability of a film, presumably a treatment which also improves 
heat resistance. 

Applicant acknowledges that surface treatments to improve the printability of a 
film, such as those disclosed in the single reference patent, Davis et al., are well known in 
the ait. Applicant further acknowledges that a variety of treatments or processing steps 
are known which improve a fihn's heat resistance or other heat-related properties. 
However, tiiese treatments are in no way relevant to the presently claimed heat sensitive, 
thermal image coating. As was noted in the Response After Final of August 30, 2006, 
the specific heat sensitive thermal image coating mentioned in the specification, 
Protecoat 8468, supplied by NuCoat, Inc., Plymouth, MN, is defined on the supplier's 
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website to be a formulation containing heat-sensitive capsules that develop on contact 
with a high temperature transfer system such as the printhead of a direct thermal printer. 
The printer referenced in Example 1 of the present specification, the NCR Point of Sale 
Printer, Class 7193, Model 3205-9001, is such a direct thermal printer. 

If one were to run the film of the reference patent, Davis et al., through atheimal 
printer nothing would happen. Despite all of the treatments to improve printability, the 
film would be blank. Hiis is because a thermal printer prints, not by jetting ink onto a 
substrate nor by Using an image onto a substrate, but by developing the heat sensitive 
microparticulates contained in the heat sensitive, thermal image coating that is on the 
sur^ice of the substrate, be it paper or fihn. 

It is thus the Applicant's position that the Davis et al. reference is directed to a 
conventional, printable film and neither discloses nor renders obvious a heat sensitive, 
thermal image coating. Accordingly, it is requested that the Pre-Appeal Review Panel 
find the present claims to be in condition for allowance. Alternatively, it is requested that 
the Panel reopen prosecution on the merits. 
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